HEALTH POLICIES ; SHIRE OF

Onsite Effluent Disposal Facility
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INTRODUCTION

A large portion of the York town site is currently un-sewered with occupiers of small land holdings
relying on septic tanks and leach drains to cater for all effluent produced on site.

Due to clay soils, high ground water tables and rock being present, a large number of leach drains
continually fail allowing effluent to the surface of the ground and to enter adjacent streets.

Aerobic Treatment Units are now available to replace the primitive septic tanks and leach drains
where new construction is proposed on R10 coded blocks of land.

This policy will effectively exclude the installation of septic tanks and leach drains from being
installed on R10 coded residential land and residential lots less than 2000 square meters in area.

OBIJECTIVES

To prevent environmental health problems caused by defective leach drains.

POLICY PROVISIONS

Only approved aerobic treatment units will be approved by Council’s Environmental Health Officers
for proposed new residential development within the Shire of York on land with a R10 or higher
density residential design code and any land less than 2000 square meters in areas where reticulated
sewer is not available within 90 meters of the development.

PENALTIES:
Not applicable.

KEY TERMS/DEFINITIONS:
Not applicable.

Responsible Officer: Executive Manager Infrastructure & Development Services
Contact Officer: Environmental Health Officer
Relevant Legislation: Health Act 1911

Health (Treatment of Sewage & Disposal of Effluent & Liquid Waste)
Regulations 1974
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Former Policy No: N/A




