




Government of Western Australia
Department of Mines and Petroleum

Your ref:

Our ref:

Enquiries:

Email:

O117455 / GR2.A290

A0289/201401

Suzanne Simons - Ph 08 9222 3013

suzanne.simons@doir.wa.gov.au

Ray Hooper
Chief Executive Oficer
Shire of York
PO Box 22
YORK WA 6302

Dear Mr Hooper

DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL APPLICATION - PROPOSED CLASS
II LANDFILL AT ALLAWUNA FARM, 2948 GREAT SOUTHERN HIGHWAY, ST
RONANS

Thank you for your letter dated 7 February 2014 regarding the above proposal.

The Geological Survey of Western Australia (GSWA), on behalf of the
Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP), has reviewed the proposed Class II
Landfill at Allawuna Farm, 2948 Great Southern Highway, St Ronans with
respect to the access and development of minerals and petroleum resources,
geothermal energy and basic raw materials, and has no comment to make in this
regard.

If you have any queries, please contact Warren Ormsby on 08 9222 3571 or
Warren.ormsby@dmp.wa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Rick Rog,   ÿn
Executive Director
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

/0 March 2014
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Government of Western Australia 
Department of Planning 

 Your ref: O117455 – GR2.A290 
 Our ref:   DP/10/02057 
 Enquiries: Jaime Bishopp  
 Telephone: (08) 6551 9094 

 
Ms Jacky Jurmann 
Planning Officer 
Shire of York 
PO Box 22 
YORK  WA  6302 
 
 
Dear Ms Jurmann 
 
RE: DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL APPLICATION – PROPOSED 
CLASS II LANDFILL AT ALLAWUNA FARM  
 
Thank you for your correspondence on 7 February 2014 and referring the above 
mentioned application to Policy Development and Review for comment on the 
tourism planning aspects of the proposal. 
 
The application is for the use of Allawuna Farm located at Lots 4869, 5931, 9926 and 
26932 Great Southern Highway, Saint Ronans for the purposes of a Class II landfill 
and construction of associated infrastructure and facilities. 
 
No surrounding land is specifically zoned for tourism however Wandoo National Park 
abuts the site and Wambyn Nature Reserve is within the vicinity of the site. The 
National Park and Nature Reserve may be used for recreation/tourism. A requirement 
of landfill sites is to manage noise, dust and odour therefore these impacts are 
unlikely to pose an issue from a tourism planning perspective. It is recommended that 
the site be considered from any major vantage points (such as tourist lookouts) that 
may be in the area, including its visibility from the Great Southern Highway. 
 
Please note that this is a response from the Policy Development and Review branch 
on tourism planning issues only and does not reflect comments of other branches 
of the Department of Planning or a formal position of the Western Australian Planning 
Commission, which may need to be consulted on this proposal. 
 
I trust this information will assist you, however should you require any additional 
information, please do not hesitate to call Jaime Bishopp on 6551 9094. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Lisa Bell 
Planning Manager Policy Development and Review 
 
14/03/2014 

















































































 
Wheatbelt Natural Resource  

Management (Incorporated) 

ABN: 61 661518 664 

P: 08 9690 2250 

F: 08 9690 2255 

E: info@wheatbeltnrm.org.au 

W: www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au 

 

 

 
14 March 2014 
 
 
Ray Hooper 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of York 
1 Joaquina Street 
York, WA 6302 
TOWN STATE Post Code 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Hooper 

RE: Development assessment Panel Application – Proposed Class II Landfill at Allawuna Farm.  2948 

Great Southern HWY, St Ronans 

I write in response to your request to comment on planning approval regarding the above 

application. Wheatbelt NRM Inc. has a politically neutral position on the application for use of 

Allawuna Farm for use as landfill.  However, after careful review of the application for planning 

approval for the site as a class II landfill and construction of supporting infrastructure would like to 

make the following recommendations.   

This response has been written on the assumption that best environmental management practice in 

accordance with relevant acts and regulatory standards will be adhered to throughout the entirety 

of the project life until final approval for closure by DER.  These comments will only be relevant for 

the current proposal as a Class II sanitary landfill site; a change in class or size would require a new 

list of recommendations.   

1. Ground and Surface Water 

Given the results of the hydrological surveys and subsequent assessment by the EPA and DOW, that 

the proposed site should have low Impact on groundwater and surface water, we are of the opinion 

that there should be no adverse impacts on the surrounding environment.   To mitigate any 

potential emerging threat careful site design, environmental monitoring and reporting to relevant 

authorities must happen regularly. 

There is, however, the potential for poisoning of wildlife as a result of contact with Leachate. 

Appropriate management strategies will need to be implemented to reduce this impact.  There 

should be a range of tactics used to deter wildlife from toxic leachate to avoid acclimatisation 

leading to reduced effectiveness of deterrents.  Some possible deterrents include: 

 Audio to create a sense of primal fear 

 Visual deterrents 
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 Use of Birds of Prey 

 Minimising availability of potential food sources 

The effectiveness of management options will need to be monitored closely and a contingency plan 

put in place to address issues immediately as they arise.  We recommend an adaptive management 

approach in line with changing conditions. 

2. Impacts on Agriculture 

Provided the site is well managed there are no, foreseeable, major negative impacts on agricultural 

activities.  However, it is noted that under certain climatic conditions (eg. temperature inversion or 

strong winds) both sound and odour will travel further than predicted potentially making the 

environment unpleasant for those working on neighbouring properties.  The potential for this impact 

should be investigated further and preventative strategies implemented to minimise impacts.  Some 

of the strategies include: 

 Buffer Plantings with fast growing native species. 

 Monitoring of noise and odour on neighbouring properties under a range of climatic 

conditions.  This could be extended to visitor areas including Mt observation. 

 Minimise the size of the working face in the landfill and cover more regularly under certain 

climatic conditions 

 Continued regular contact and feedback from surrounding landholders and visitors with 

respect to noise and odour should be maintained and reviewed regularly 

Weeds and plant pathogens pose a threat to farming enterprise if organic matter is not dealt with in 

an appropriate manner.  Management options will be discussed in the next section. 

3. Impacts on Biodiversity  

Although SITA’s landfill proposal states that the “landfill will have a minimal impact on flora and 

fauna within the region”. There is a real potential for damage to flora and fauna in the adjacent 

bushland remnant, if the threats are not managed appropriately.  Application of the precautionary 

principle should be applied in the decision making process to reduce negative impacts on 

biodiversity. 

“Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing 

measures to prevent environmental degradation. In the application of the precautionary principle, decisions should be guided by 

(a) careful evaluation to avoid, where practicable, serious or irreversible damage to the environment; and 

(b) an assessment of the risk-weighted consequences of various options. Environmental Protection Act 1986, S4A(1) “ 

 

A Nature Map inquiry of flora and Fauna species occurring within a 5km, 10km, 20km radius of the 

landfill site, showed the presence of several nationally important  species (see table 1.) all of which 

could be impacted if potential threats are not considered and managed appropriately. 

 

 



Table 1. Flora and Fauna species  

Conservation Status No. of Species 

5km 10km 20km 

Rare or likely to become extinct 3 7 18 

Protected under international 

agreement 

1 2 2 

Other specially protected fauna 2 2 3 

Priority 1 0 0 4 

Priority 2 0 2 11 

Priority 3 4 7 19 

Priority 4 10 13 21 

Non-conservation taxon 509 718 1471 

TOTAL 529 751 1549 

 

Flora 

Potential impact on adjacent remnant vegetation should be investigated and strategies put in place 

to minimise impacts.  Surrounding vegetation can be negatively impacted by weeds, pathogens and 

fire. Many urban gardens contain plants sourced from nurseries infected by various species of 

phytophthora and other plant diseases.   Most green waste contains environmental weeds (this can 

include native species) and some of these may be declared at a local, state or national level. If not 

managed there is the potential for spread into native bushland.  Weeds and plant pathogens can be 

spread by wind, water, vehicles and animals. 

Some strategies may include 

 Hygiene of all plant and machinery 

 Greenwaste composted and treated off site 

 Personnel maintaining the landfill should be able to identify the various types of declared 

weeds which may exist in the region so that they can monitor for their presence at the 

facility and undertake appropriate treatment and destructive action (as any land manager is 

required to do) 

 Site regularly tested for pathogens 

 Prevention of birds and animals feeding on organic waste 

 Revegetation to Buffer neighbouring reserve from weeds 

 Weed management including identification, monitoring and control 

 Covering of waste more regularly on particularly windy days 



 Composting and treatment of organic waste offsite 

Fauna 

There is potential poisoning of fauna as a result of contact with leachate, and refuse and subsequent 

secondary poisoning of native fauna.  Edge sensitive species may be impacted by increased noise 

and vehicle movement in the area forcing them to retreat further in to remnant vegetation 

potentially limiting their capacity for dispersal and ability to forage for food. 

Birds 

Bird can be attracted to landfill sites in large numbers for water, food, nesting or roosting. The birds 

may transfer pathogens to drinking water collection or storage areas, as well as depositing seed 

laden excreta and food scraps in bushland. 

There is also potential for a population increase of the more aggressive species (Galah, Corella, 

Australian Raven) that have a reputation for taking over habitat and nesting sites of more sensitive 

species including the Carnabys Black cockatoo.  Large flocks will damage native vegetation on 

agricultural crops. Scavenger species and waterbird population increases may exceed the carrying 

capacity of the surrounding environment and will require management and monitoring. 

Possible Bird control measures 

• Minimise size of uncovered working face 

• Use of Birds of prey 

• A range of Visual, audio deterrents that used in a random pattern to minimise potential 

of birds becoming accustomed to the measures 

• Culling 

• monitoring for effectiveness of management measures should be carried out regularly 

Feral Animals 

Fox, cat and rodent populations will increase in response to increased food availability. This increase 

in numbers will have a devastating impact on Wildlife in the area if not managed.  They have the 

ability to climb and dig.  Daily covering on its own is unlikely to act as a sufficient deterrent, so a 

combination of measures will need to be implemented 

Some feral animal management options include: 

• Covering waste deep enough to reduce the attraction of animals to waste 

• monitoring covered area for signs of feral animals 

• trapping 

• baiting(care need to be taken to avoid secondary poisoning of native species) 

• shooting 

4. Recommendations  

 That an appropriately qualified and diverse advisory group be established to guide 

environmental risk mitigation for the site 



 That planning approval be subject to a comprehensive environmental management plan 

addressing the impacts discussed above   

 An effective monitoring regime be put in place and reviewed regularly to understand 

efficacy of risk mitigation 

 A biosecurity plan be developed to mitigate the risk of incursions through landfill activities – 

so that there is a predetermined framework for responding to biosecurity incursions  

Wheatbelt NRM Inc. may be able to assist in the development and implementation of the above 

recommendations. Further there are potential opportunities for the above recommendations to 

contribute, in a meaningful way, to localised conservation initiatives in the area. Wheatbelt NRM Inc.  

would be happy to provide context for any such activity.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 

require further clarification or have any questions. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Natarsha Woods 

Chief Executive Officer 
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