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9.2.8 Local Government Act Amendments
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LOCATION/ADDRESS: N/A
APPLICANT: WALGA
SENIOR OFFICER: R Hooper, CEO
REPORTING OFFICER: R Hooper, CEO
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil
APPENDICES: Proposed Amendments & Feedback Form
DOCUMENTS TABLED: Nil

Summary:
WALGA requests Council’s comments on the proposed amendments by the 7th January, 2011.

Background:
The Local Government Act was promulgated in 1995 and there have been a series of
amendments since that time.

Consultation:
Statewide

Statutory Environment:
Not applicable

Policy Implications:
Nil

Financial Implications:
Nil at this stage. If approved by Parliament there will be financial impacts in the independent
setting of fees and salaries for Elected Members and Chief Executive Officers.

Strategic Implications:
Nil

Voting Requirements:
Absolute Majority Required: No

Site Inspection:
Site Inspection Undertaken: Not applicable

Triple bottom Line Assessment:
Economic Implications:
Nil at this time.

Social Implications:
Legislative changes impact across the Community however the proposed changes will have
minimal direct impact as York already has the number of elected members set at six (6).

Environmental Implications:
Nil at this stage.
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Comment:
The proposed changes bring local government more in line with State Government standards
and support the structural reform processes.

Proposed Amendments

1. Reducing Elected Members to Between 6 & 9

Comment
The proposal can be supported in principle as evidenced by York and other examples in
rural areas.

For larger metropolitan and regional centres a reduction to these levels may result in
local government members representing larger elector numbers than for State
electorates.

It may be more relevant to retain the current 15 member system but limit its use to local
government above a set figure e.g. 50,000.

2. Salaries & Allowances Tribunal to Set the Fees for Elected Members & Chief
Executive Officers

Comment
The use of an independent organisation to set fees and salaries is realistic to address
community concerns and to ensure comparability across the State.

3. New Mechanism for the Temporary Suspension of a Council

Comment
A temporary Council or an individual Elected Member suspension system may be of high
value when there is evidence of a Council being dysfunctional or riven by personality
clashes.

4. Require Elected Members to Resign when they are Elected to State or
Commonwealth Parliament

Comment
The proposal is sensible in that it ensures separation between the roles of the three (3)
tiers of government.

5. Restricting the Types of Local Government Investment to Low Risk Products such
as those with the WA Treasury Corporation, Major Banks and Government Bonds

Comment
The history of Local Government in high risk investment has resulted in significant losses
to some communities.

As local governments are primarily dealing with public monies the proposal has merit
and should be supported with a provision for ministerial or treasury exemption where a
business case can be substantiated outside of the prescribed investments to meet the
needs of larger local authorities.

6. Align Criminal Conviction Criteria for Elected Members with that of WA Members
of Parliament
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Comment
This alignment with State Government standards is sensible and realistic.

7. To Limit Employee Termination Payments to One Year’s Salary

Comment
The proposal will cover an anomaly which may allow payments outside of contract
conditions.

The WALGA employment contract limits redundancy payments to 12 months.

There are also a number of senior staff across the State who have not entered into
employment contracts and the proposed changes will impact on these positions.

Structural reform proposals for redundancies associated with amalgamations are not
affected by this proposal as they are covered by Schedule 2.1, Clause 11(4) of the Local
Government Act.

RESOLUTION
161210

Moved: Cr Randell Seconded: Cr Lawrance

“That Council:

Adopt the following positions on the proposed amendments and advise WALGA and the
Department of Local Government accordingly:

1. Reducing Elected Members to Between 6 & 9
Support the intent of reducing elected member numbers for each Council to 6 to 9
per local governments with populations up to 50,000 and Council’s above this
population base to be able to apply for exemptions outside of the set
representation figures.

2. Salaries & Allowances Tribunal to Set the Fees for Elected Members & Chief
Executive Officers
Support

3. New Mechanism for the Temporary Suspension of a Council
Support

4. Require Elected Members to Resign when they are Elected to State or
Commonwealth Parliament
Support

5. Restricting the Types of Local Government Investment to Low Risk Products such
as those with the WA Treasury Corporation, Major Banks and Government Bonds
Support

6. Align Criminal Conviction Criteria for Elected Members with that of WA Members
of Parliament
Support

7. To Limit Employee Termination Payments to One Year’s Salary
Support subject to the proposal not detracting from the current provisions in
Schedule 2.1 of the Local Government Act 1995.”

CARRIED: 5/0
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APPENDIX A
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9. OFFICER’S REPORTS
9.2 ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
9.2.9 Plastic Shopping Bags (Waste Avoidance) 2010

FILE NO: LE.ACT. 6
COUNCIL DATE: 20 December 2010
REPORT DATE: 9 December 2010
LOCATION/ADDRESS: Nil
APPLICANT: Hon. Mia Davies MLC
SENIOR OFFICER: Ray Hooper, CEO
REPORTING OFFICER: Gordon Tester
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil
APPENDICES: Copy of Proposed Bill
DOCUMENTS TABLED: Nil

Summary:
The National Party have introduced a bill into the Legislative Council aiming to ban single use
plastic shopping bags from Western Australia.

Council’s views on this matter are requested to assist the Honourable Mia Davies MLC to form a
balanced view on the matter

Background:
Approximately 400 million plastic bags are used in WA each year, with the vast majority of those
bags ending up as landfill or in our environment. This bill would only ban the single use bags
received at places such as supermarkets, and not household tidy bags, dog litter bags in parks
or food storage bags.

Plastic Bag Facts:

 Australians used 3.9 million plastic shopping bags in 2007.
 Nearly half a million plastic bags are collected on Clean up Australia Day each year.
 It takes only four grocery shopping trips for an average Australian family to accumulate

60 plastic shopping bags.
 Plastic bags are produced from polymers derived from petroleum. The amount of

petroleum used to make a plastic bag would drive a car about 11 metres.
 In 2005, Australians used 192 HDPE bags per capita.
 14% of HDPE plastic carry bags are returned to major supermarkets for recycling.

Consultation:
The National Party (WA Branch) is seeking Councils views on their proposed bill banning single
use plastic shopping bags.

Statutory Environment:
The proposed legislation being considered is the Plastic Shopping Bags (Waste Avoidance) Bill
2010.

Policy Implications:
Nil

Financial Implications:
Nil

Strategic Implications:
This Bill has the potential to assist Council in managing the environment within the Shire of
York.
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Voting Requirements:
Absolute Majority Required: No

Site Inspection:
Site Inspection Undertaken: Not applicable

Triple bottom Line Assessment:
Economic Implications:
Nil

Social Implications:
The cost of purchasing alternative carrying devices may be considered prohibitive and will
require significant change in regards to shopping habits.

Environmental Implications:
The whole reason behind this bill is to prevent adverse effects on the environment due to poor
disposal of plastic bags and to conserve resources that are used in plastic bag manufacture.

Comment:
This is a complex matter that has been the subject of many reports in recent years.

While these bags are considered to be single use bags, they are also used for rubbish disposal
by a significant number of people.

The manufacturers of multi use shopping bags and single use rubbish bags stand to increase
their profits greatly.

The use of reuse shopping bags has reduced the plastic bag use by about 40%.

Landfill sites will be filled with single use plastic rubbish bags purchased by the consumer rather
than double use plastic bags supplied by shopping centres.

On the positive side however, it may encourage recycling, to avoid having to buy rubbish bags.

The bill does have a transition period to phase in the total ban of plastic bags that briefly allows
alternative bags such as biodegradable bags prior to the total ban.

RESOLUTION
171210

Moved: Cr Randell Seconded: Cr Walters

“That Council:

Support the Plastic Shopping Bags (Waste Avoidance Bill)”
CARRIED: 4/1
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ITEM 9.2.9
APPENDIX A
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