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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF YORK 
ACCESS AND INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, YORK TOWN HALL, YORK 
ON TUESDAY, 12 MARCH 2019 AT 10.32AM 

 

The York Shire Council acknowledges the traditional owners of the land on which this 
meeting will be held. 

1 OPENING 

1.1 Declaration of Opening 

Ms Bev Penny, Chairperson, declared the meeting open at 10.32am. 

1.2 Disclaimer 

The Chairperson advised the following: 

“I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the agenda document 
and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the meeting today, can be 
revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1995. 

Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal notification in 
writing by Council has been received. Any plans or documents in agendas and minutes may 
be subject to copyright. The express permission of the copyright owner must be obtained 
before copying any copyright material.” 

The Chairperson also reminded the Committee that documents are confidential until made 
public in the Council Minutes. 

1.3 Standing Orders 

Nil 

1.4 Announcement of Visitors 

The Chairperson introduced Mr Darren Wallace, Executive Manager Infrastructure and 
Development Services who provided technical information regarding safe crossing for 
pedestrians at a point midway along Avon Terrace.  

1.5 Declarations of Interest that Might Cause a Conflict 

Nil 

1.6 Declaration of Financial Interests 

Nil 

1.7 Disclosure of Interests that May Affect Impartiality 

Nil 

2 ATTENDANCE   

2.1 Members 

Ms Bev Penny, Chairperson; Cr Denese Smythe, Cr Jane Ferro, Ms Liz Christmas, 
Ms Marie Forster; Ms Wendy Hoare; Ms Rosemary Parker 
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2.2 Staff 

Suzie Haslehurst, Executive Manager Corporate  Community Services; Darren Wallace, 
Executive Manager Infrastructure & Development Services; Joanna Bryant, YRCC Project 
Officer 

2.3 Apologies  

Ms Nicola Burton 

Ms Haslehurst informed the meeting that as Ms Burton is no longer working in the Wheatbelt 
on Tuesdays, she is unable to attend meetings.   

Ms Haslehurst further informed the Committee that Ms Heather Bates’ role with Alzheimers 
WA no longer exists which means that she is no longer a member of the Committee in 
accordance with Section 5.11 (1) of the Local Government Act 1995. 

2.4 Leave of Absence Previously Approved  

Nil 

3 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

 Nil 

4 PRESENTATIONS   

 Nil 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Denese Smythe Seconded: Cr Jane Ferro 

That the minutes of the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting held on 
27 November 2018 be confirmed. 

CARRIED: 7/0 

  

6 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRPERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION  

 Nil
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7 OFFICER'S REPORTS 

7.1 APPOINTMENT TO THE ACCESS AND INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

File Number: CS.SSP.1 

Author: Joanna Bryant, YRCC Project Officer 

Authoriser: Suzie Haslehurst, Executive Manager, Corporate & Community 
Services  

Previously before 
Council: 

N/A  

Appendices: Nil  

  
NATURE OF COUNCIL’S ROLE IN THE MATTER 

Executive   

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report introduces Tegan Walsh to the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee as a potential 
new committee member to provide input into early years childhood needs.  

BACKGROUND 

Teagan Walsh is Wanslea’s Inclusion Support Professional in the Wheatbelt.   

The WA Inclusion Support Program is designed to facilitate and assist educators with resources 
and funding to offer care and early childhood support services that are inclusive of all children. 
  
With support from the WA Inclusion Agency, Wanslea supports early childcare services in the 
Wheatbelt for children: 
 
•     With a disability 
•     Being diagnosed with a disability or undergoing disability assessment 
•     From diverse cultural and language backgrounds 
•     Settled in Australia from humanitarian and refugee intervention backgrounds 
•     From Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds 
•     Presenting with disruptive behaviours or language and speech delays 
•     With a serious medical condition 
•     Deemed as vulnerable 
  
Through the support of the Inclusion Support Program, Wanslea is able to increase the skills of its 
educators, along with increasing the capacity of its child care and early childhood support services 
to offer care for children, and support to families who need it the most.   
  
Comments and Details 

In view of Tegan’s relevant experience and interest in joining the Committee, Officers recommend 
that the Committee requests Council to consider inviting Tegan to join the Shire of York’s Access 
and Inclusion Advisory Committee. 

Officers propose that Tegan’s experience and expertise in the early childhood sector may add value 
and a different perspective to the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee and its advice to 
Council. 
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OPTIONS 

The Committee could decide sufficient representation in this area exists and to not issue further 
invitations for membership. 

IMPLICATIONS TO CONSIDER 

Consultative 

One of the integral requirements of the DAIP is community consultation with broad representation 
of all sectors of our community.  

Strategic 

Strong and Effective Leadership 

5.1 Effective and informed decision-making 

5.6 High levels of community engagement 

5.9 Community networks supported to increase civic involvement 

Policy Related 

G2.9 Community Engagement and Consultation 

Financial 

Not applicable 

Legal and Statutory 

Local Government Act 1995 

The Access and Inclusion Committee is established under Part 5 – Division 2 (Subdivision 2) of the 
Local Government Act 1995 – Committees and their meetings. No authority is delegated to the 
Committee and all recommendations made by the Committee will be brought to Council for decision. 

5.10. Committee members, appointment of  

  (1) A committee is to have as its members —  

(a) persons appointed* by the local government to be members of the committee 

(other than those referred to in paragraph (b)); and 

(b) persons who are appointed to be members of the committee under subsection (4) 

or (5). 

 * Absolute majority required. 

Risk Related 

Not applicable 

Workforce 

Not applicable 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS  

Absolute Majority: Yes 
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Denese Smythe Seconded: Ms Rosemary Parker 

That the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee recommends that Council: 

1. Appoints Ms Walsh to the Committee. 

2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to amend the Terms of Reference for the Access 
and Inclusion Advisory Committee accordingly. 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY: 7/0 
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7.2 ACCESS AND INCLUSION AUDIT OUTCOMES  

File Number: OR.CMA.9; CS.SSP.1 

Author: Suzie Haslehurst, Executive Manager, Corporate & Community 
Services 

Authoriser: Suzie Haslehurst, Executive Manager, Corporate & Community 
Services  

Previously before 
Council: 

N/A  

Appendices: 1. DAI Audit - Executive Summary   
2. DAI Audit - Avon Park   
3. DAI Audit - York CBD   
4. DAI Audit - York Town Hall   
5. DAI Audit - YRCC   
6. DAI Audit - Residency Museum   
7. DAI Audit - Swimming Pool   
8. DAI Audit - Old Rec Stadium   
9. DAI Audit - Admin Centre   
10. DAI Audit - Depot    

  
NATURE OF COUNCIL’S ROLE IN THE MATTER 

Executive 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report presents the outcomes of the Disability Access and Inclusion Audit undertaken by O’Brien 
Harrop Access for the Committee’s consideration and recommendation to Council. 

BACKGROUND 

In June 2018, Council adopted the Shire of York Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2018-2023 
(DAIP) which was developed with community consultation and oversight by the Shire’s Access and 
Inclusion Advisory Committee of Council (AIAC).  One of the actions in the DAIP is to undertake an 
accessibility audit of Shire buildings and the York CBD and make recommendations to Council.   

A scope for the audit was developed and presented to the AIAC and subsequently approved by 
Council at the August 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting. It was agreed that the audit would focus on 
Shire owned and operated buildings and the York CBD.  Officers then sought quotations from 
suitably qualified and experienced consultants with five consultants specialising in disability access 
approached. Three quotes were received by the closing date which were evaluated against the 
criteria of: 

• Previous experience and qualifications  

• Capacity to deliver 

• Price 

• Reference checks 
 

O’Brien Harrop Access was engaged to undertake the Shire of York’s Disability Access and inclusion 
Audit 2018. 

A representative of O’Brien Harrop Access met with the AIAC on 3 December 2018 to provide an 
opportunity for questions and also met with various members of the AIAC one-on-one to determine 
priority concerns to be considered during the audit. An opportunity was also extended to the broader 
community for this to occur with limited take-up.  However, as the AIAC is a representative committee 
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of people invested in access and inclusion, the consultants were satisfied that key issues had been 
raised. 

Following a physical audit undertaken by O’Brien Harrop Access during the second week of January, 
an Executive Summary was developed (attached at Appendix 1).  This outlined relevant legislative 
requirements compliance, methodology, underlying issues for the Shire of York with regards to 
access and inclusion, and findings related to: 

• York CBD 

• Shire Administration Building 

• York Town Hall and Visitor Centre 

• Avon Park 

• York Residency Museum 

• YRCC 

• York Memorial Swimming Pool 

• Old Recreation Stadium 

• Shire of York Depot 
 

Following this, detailed spreadsheets for each of the buildings and precincts above were received 
and are attached at Appendices 2-10. Given the comprehensive nature of the reports provided, 
officers are recommending that the Committee and Council receive the report and a subsequent 
workshop is held to determine an action plan and timeline. 

COMMENTS AND DETAILS 

It should be noted that the consultants have rated each recommendation on a priority basis from low 
to high (based on standards, legislation and risk).  The costings provided indicate that in order to 
address only the high priority actions recommended, Council will need to commit to approximately 
$500,000 in one year to address these priorities. This equates to an 8.8% rate increase to address 
this issue alone which is unlikely to be supported by the majority of the community given competing 
priorities. 

Notwithstanding this, the Shire is committed to the provision of accessible and inclusive facilities, 
particularly in light of Council’s adopted Age-Friendly Community Plan and DAIP (in which priorities 
and actions often overlap). However, it is recognised that in this economic climate, improvements 
will by necessity, be incremental. Therefore, officers are seeking to establish a list of priorities that 
can be addressed through the annual budget process. 

Consequently, officers are proposing that a workshop is held with the Access and Inclusion 
Committee, Councillors and senior officers to develop an action plan and timeline that identifies 
short, medium and long-term actions to be included in the Shire’s annual budget process for 
implementation over the coming years.  This will provide relevant stakeholders the time to fully 
consider the reports followed by an opportunity to discuss and agree on the priorities to be 
addressed. 

OPTIONS 

Council could choose to reject the officer recommendation and instead adopt in its entirety, the report 
and costings provide by O’Brien Harrop Access.  However, given the financial implications, officers 
are not recommending this option. 

Council could choose to reject some or all of the recommendations made by O’Brien Harrop Access.  
The reports were undertaken on an objective basis and the consultants have provided 
recommendations based on their professional opinion with regard for operational, safety, strategic 
and reputational risk. 

Officers are proposing that the Committee recommends that Council receives the report and 
requests the CEO to hold a workshop with the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee, Councillors 
and senior staff to develop an action plan and timeline to address the recommendations made in the 
Access and Inclusion Audit Report attached as appendices to this report.  
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IMPLICATIONS TO CONSIDER 

Consultative 

O’Brien Harrop Access 

Strategic 

Theme 1: A Place to Live 

1.4  There are few barriers to people moving safely, freely and easily around the town of York and 
rural townships and to other communities.  

Theme 4: Built for Resilience 

4.6  The town of York has a network of well-maintained and well-integrated, safe and reliable, 
roads, footpaths and cycle paths. 

Policy Related 

Nil 

Financial 

As mentioned above, the estimated cost to implement only those rated as high priorities in the audit 
is approximately $500,000.  Officers are proposing that a workshop is held with the Access and 
Inclusion Advisory Committee to develop an action plan and timeline that will see the identified 
priorities addressed in coming years. 

Legal and Statutory 

Local Government Act 1995 
The Access and Inclusion Committee is established under Part 5 – Division 2 (Subdivision 2) of the 
Local Government Act 1995 – Committees and their meetings. No authority is delegated to the 
Committee and all recommendations made by the Committee will be brought to Council for decision. 

The reports reference the following legislation and standards; 

Disability Discrimination Act 1992 

Building Code of Australia 

Australian Standards on Access and Mobility 

Risk Related 

There is a high reputational risk to the Shire should the actions recommended in the Access and 
Inclusion audit are not implemented in a structured and timely manner.  The proposal to hold a 
workshop with relevant stakeholders to agree on an action plan and timeline will mitigate this risk. 

Workforce 

It is anticipated that workforce resources will be required to implement the actions identified. It is 
proposed that this is considered as part of the annual budget process. 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS  

Absolute Majority: No 
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Mr Darren Wallace left the meeting at 10.57am, prior to the Resolution. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Cr Denese Smythe Seconded: Cr Jane Ferro 

That the Committee recommends that Council; 

1. Receives the Draft Access and Inclusion Audit 2019 Report attached as appendices 
to this report.  

2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to: 

(a) conduct a workshop with the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee, 
Councillors and senior officers to determine a timeline and action plan to 
implement agreed priorities; and  

(b) present the results to Council for consideration as part of the annual budget 
process. 

CARRIED: 7/0 
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8 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Nil 

9 BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE 
MEETING 

 Ms Marie Forster raised the issue of safe passage for residents of Balladong Lodge 
travelling to the CBD on foot or using a mobility scooter and the Shire’s responsibility in this 
regard.  

  

MOTION 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Ms Marie Forster Seconded: Cr Denese Smythe 

That Council requests the Chief Executive Officer to present a report to the next Access 
and Inclusion Advisory Committee meeting regarding access issues for residents of 
Balladong Lodge travelling to the CBD. 

CARRIED: 7/0 

               

10 LATE REPORTS  

 Nil  

11 LATE CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS   

 Nil 

12 NEXT MEETING   

The next Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 7 May 
2019 at 10.30am in Council Chambers, York Town Hall, York. 

13 CLOSURE 

The Chairperson thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.25am. 


