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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF YORK 
ACCESS AND INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, YORK TOWN HALL, YORK 
ON WEDNESDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 10.30AM 

 

The York Shire Council acknowledges the traditional owners of the land on which this 
meeting is held. 

1 OPENING 

1.1 Declaration of Opening 

Mrs Bev Penny, Presiding Member, declared the meeting open at 10.32am. 

1.2 Disclaimer 

The Presiding Member advised the following: 

“I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the agenda document 
and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the meeting today, can be 
revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1995. 

Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal notification in 
writing by Council has been received. Any plans or documents in agendas and minutes may 
be subject to copyright. The express permission of the copyright owner must be obtained 
before copying any copyright material.” 

1.3 Standing Orders 

Nil 

1.4 Announcement of Visitors 

Nil 

1.5 Declarations of Interest that Might Cause a Conflict 

Ni 

1.6 Declaration of Financial Interests 

Nil 

1.7 Disclosure of Interests that May Affect Impartiality 

Nil 

2 ATTENDANCE   

2.1 Members 

Cr Jane Ferro; Cr Kevin Trent; Mrs Liz Christmas; Mrs Bev Penny; Mrs Rosemary Parker; 
Mrs Sarah Sloss; Mrs Marjorie Kerkhoff 

2.2 Staff 

Jo Bryant, Alina Behan, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services 
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2.3 Apologies  

Mrs Marie Forster; Mrs Teagan Walsh 

2.4 Leave of Absence Previously Approved  

Nil 

3 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

Nil 

4 PRESENTATIONS   

1. APM in the Community – the committee agreed the concept was a good one and that 
 the community would benefit. Officers were requested to consider a location.  
2. Wheatbelt Disability Community of Practice – the committee noted the document 
 and agreed to send feedback directly toe Katie Leeder at APM on the Terms of 
 Reference.  
3. Committee members were invited to the International Day of Disability event taking 
 place in at TAFE Northam on Thursday 19 November 11 – 2pm.   

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Mrs Sarah Sloss Seconded: Mrs Liz Christmas 

That the minutes of the Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting held on 5 
August 2020 be confirmed as a correct record of proceedings. 

CARRIED: 7/0 

 

6 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION  

1. Members of the AIAC attended the final Inclusion Solutions Forum in November.  
 

2. Darren Wallace provided an update on the works scheduled for the Swimming Pool entry 
ramp and Avon Park – extra seats, more equipment and dots on crossings.  
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7 OFFICER'S REPORTS 

7.1 SOCIALLY INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES WA - FINAL REPORT  

File Number: OR.CMA.9 

Author: Joanna Bryant, Project Officer  

Authoriser: Alina Behan, Executive Manager Corporate & Community Services  

Previously before 
Council: 

OCM 24 June 2020  

Appendices: 1. Workshop 1 - Attracting Talent Evaluation Summary   
2. Workshop 2 -  Building Stronger Connected Clubs Evaluation 

Summary   
3. Workshop 3 - Inclusive Events Evaluation Summary   
4. Inclusion Solution Forums 2019 - 20    

  
NATURE OF COUNCIL’S ROLE IN THE MATTER 

Executive  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The Shire of York was successful in winning consulting support to co-deliver the Socially Inclusive 
Communities WA (SICWA) 2019/20 Initiative within the York community. This report summarises 
the results of the initiative.  

BACKGROUND 

The SICWA Project supports local government authorities and their staff, as well as clubs and local 
groups, by building capacity, increasing knowledge and developing skills to ensure that people with 
disability are valued and included within local activities. 

The program includes: 

• 3 x training workshops as identified by Inclusion Solutions and the Shire of York  

• Mentoring for up to 4 x local sporting clubs and/or community groups, as identified by the Shire 
of York 

• Support and mentoring for Shire of York staff in regard to social inclusion as needed 

• Advocacy on access and inclusion through committee involvement and support as per the  
Shire’s Access and Inclusion Plan  

• 5 x complementary tickets to all Social Inclusion forums, coordinated by Inclusion Solutions  
during the life of the project  

• Social Inclusion in Sport and Recreation resource to be provided to all mentored clubs, with 
the option of one workshop to implement practical elements. 

COMMENTS AND DETAILS 

Workshops 

Workshop 1:  Attracting talent & time to your community group or clubs – delivered on Tuesday 10 
December 2019 at the YRCC to 13 attendees. See Appendix 1: Workshop 1 Attracting Talent - 
Evaluation Summary.  

Workshop 2: Building Stronger, Better Connected - delivered on Saturday 14 March at the YRCC to 
9 attendees.  See Appendix 2: Building Stronger, Better Connected Clubs – Evaluation 
Summary    
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Workshop 3: Inclusive Events – delivered on Thursday 20 August at the YRCC to 10 attendees.  See 
Appendix 3: Inclusive Events Evaluation Summary 

Mentoring 

The mentoring opportunity was promoted directly to clubs via email and face to face, through 
Facebook, the Shire website, Community Matters and flyers at the YRCC.  In addition, Inclusion 
Solutions contacted State Sporting bodies and clubs directly.  There was no take up for the mentoring 
opportunities.  

Forums 

Shire staff and Committee members attended two Social Inclusion forums in Perth in 2019 and 2020.  
Both events were inspiring, educational and of course inclusive.  See Appendix 4: Inclusion 
Solution Forums 2019 - 20.  

OPTIONS 

Nil 

IMPLICATIONS TO CONSIDER 

Consultative 

Access & Inclusion Advisory Committee 

York Sporting Groups 

Strategic 

The 2020 - 2030 Strategic Community Plan was adopted by Council in June 2020. The following 
SCP outcomes matched with the SICWA outcome to build capacity of LGAs to create more inclusive, 
better connected communities:  

The Shire of York Access & Inclusion Plan 2018 – 2023 was adopted by Council on 25 June 2018 
and the following outcomes fit with SICWA outcomes to make positive, sustainable change:  

Outcome 1.6 Develop strategic partnerships with key agencies to maximise access to services 
for people with disability 

Outcome 4.1 Ensure staff are aware of access and inclusion requirements and equipped to 
provide a high level of service to all people. 

Outcome 4.2 Improve the awareness of new employees and new councillors about disability 
access and inclusion issues  

Outcome 7.2 Facilitate a culture of access and inclusion within the organisation  

Policy Related 

Nil 

Financial 

The cost of this initiative was $3,200 + GST  

Legal and Statutory 

Nil 

Risk Related 

Nil 
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Workforce 

The Shire assisted with the delivery of the Social Inclusion project by providing space for workshops 
in the York Recreation and Convention Centre.  The Shire’s Project Officer role includes elements 
of community engagement and support for this project.     

VOTING REQUIREMENTS  

Not applicable.  

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Mrs Marjorie Kerkhoff Seconded: Cr Kevin Trent 

That the Committee recommends that Council notes the summary of information regarding 
the SICWA initiative 2019/20.   

CARRIED: 7/0 
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8 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Marie Forster:  

1. Is there a timeframe please for rectifying the ramp outside Jules Cafe? This was installed 
 post Disability audit last year but does not meet specifications (under 5mm). A member 
 of the public approached me to convey that her gopher gets stuck on the ramp on the 
 opposite side (outside the motor museum) as it is too high. I encouraged her to put this 
 in writing to the Shire of York to support this.  

2. Regarding the new curbing on Redmile road, is there provision to install footpaths to 
 enable safe access from Balladong lodge entrance to the town centre? 

3. The foot paths between Blandstown and the town centre are quite broken and uneven in 
 places, posing a risk to pedestrians with inadequate ramps for crossing the roads. This 
 is a main route from Balladong lodge as well as a Blandstown tourist walking route. Could 
 this please be assessed and considered for replacement works?  

 

Sarah Sloss:  

1. There is an issue with the lack of mental health support groups in York. 
 
2. The large kerb is still an issue at Avon Park 

 
3. Do people now about the Interpretive Centre in Northam?  Could the Shire do more to 
 support it? 
 

Liz Christmas: 

1. There is an issue that the Access & Inclusion Audit was only undertaken within the 
 CBD of York.  
 

9 BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE 
MEETING 

10 CLOSURE 

The Presiding Member thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 
11.12am.. 


