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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF YORK 
ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING 

HELD AT THE LESSER HALL, YORK TOWN HALL, YORK 
ON TUESDAY, 23 MAY 2023 AT 6.00PM 

 

1 OPENING 

1.1 Declaration of Opening 

Cr Denese Smythe, Shire President, declared the meeting open at 6.00pm. 

1.2 Acknowledgement / Disclaimer 

The Shire President advised the following: 

“The York Shire Council acknowledges the Ballardong people of the Noongar Nation who 
are the Traditional Owners of this country and recognise their continuing connection to land, 
water, sky and culture. We pay our respects to all these people and their Elders past, 
present and emerging. 

The public is reminded that in accordance with Section 6.16 of the Shire of York Local 
Government (Council Meetings) Local Law 2016 that nobody shall use any visual or vocal 
recording device or instrument to record the proceedings of Council without the written 
permission of the presiding member. 

I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the agenda document and 
advise members of the public that any decisions made at the meeting today, can be 
revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1995. 

Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal notification in 
writing by Council has been received. Any plans or documents in agendas and minutes may 
be subject to copyright. The express permission of the copyright owner must be obtained 
before copying any copyright material.” 

1.3 Attendance Via Electronic Means 

Nil 

1.4 Standing Orders 

Nil 

1.5 Announcement of Visitors 

The Shire President acknowledged the attendance of the Chairperson of the York Business 
Association. 

1.6 Declarations of Interest that Might Cause a Conflict 

Nil 

1.7 Declaration of Financial Interests 

Nil 

1.8 Disclosure of Interests that May Affect Impartiality 

Nil 



Annual Electors Meeting Minutes  23 May 2023 

 

Page 4 

2 ATTENDANCE   

2.1 Members 

Cr Denese Smythe, Shire President; Cr Denis Warnick, Deputy Shire President 

Cr Ashley Garratt; Cr Pam Heaton; Cr Kevin Trent; Cr Peter Wright 

2.2 Staff 

Chris Linnell, Chief Executive Officer; Alina Behan, Executive Manager Corporate & 
Community Services; Sophie Fielder, Acting Executive Manager Infrastructure & 
Development Services; Vanessa Green, Council & Executive Support Officer 

2.3 Apologies  

Nil 

2.4 Leave of Absence Previously Approved  

Nil 

2.5 Number of People in the Gallery at Commencement of Meeting 

There were five (5) people in the Gallery at the commencement of the meeting. 
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3 OFFICER’S REPORTS 

SY001-05/23 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE SHIRE OF YORK FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 
2022 

File Number: 4.4175, 4.0463 

Author: Vanessa Green, Council & Executive Support Officer  

Authoriser: Chris Linnell, Chief Executive Officer  

Previously before 
Council: 

18 April 2023 (080423)  

Disclosure of 
Interest: 

Nil  

Appendices: 1. 2021/22 Annual Report ⇩   

  
NATURE OF COUNCIL’S ROLE IN THE MATTER 

Legislative 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report presents the 2021/22 Annual Report and audited financial statements to the Annual 
Electors Meeting for consideration. 

BACKGROUND 

The annual financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2022 have been completed, as has the 
annual audit of those financial statements by the Office of the Auditor General (OAG).  

The exit interview with the OAG was undertaken on Thursday 6 April 2023. The Audit & Risk 
Committee considered the 2021/22 Annual Report and audited financial statements at its Special 
Meeting held on 17 April 2023, with Council considering the Committee’s recommendation at its April 
2023 Ordinary Meeting where it resolved (080423): 

“That, with regard to the Minutes and Recommendations of the Special Audit and Risk 
Committee Meeting held on 17 April 2023, Council: 

1. Receives the Unconfirmed Minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee (the Committee) 
Special Meeting held on 17 April 2023, as presented in Appendix 1, and adopts the 
following recommendations of the Committee: 

a. Receives the Auditor’s Audit Management Reports, as presented in Appendix 1 and 
Appendix 2, from the Office of the Auditor General for the 2021/22 financial year. 

b. Notes the Management Comment and Actions taken to address the Findings 
contained in the Auditor’s Audit Management Reports. 

c. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to submit a copy of the Significant Findings 
Report stating what action the Shire of York has taken or intends to take with 
respect to the Significant Findings, as presented in Appendix 3, to the Minister for 
Local Government prior to 18 July 2023. 

d. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to publish a copy of the Significant Findings 
Report stating what action the Shire of York has taken or intends to take with 
respect to the Significant Findings, as presented in Appendix 3, on the Shire’s 
website within fourteen (14) days of the report being provided to the Minister for 
Local Government 
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e. Resolves to accept the Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2022, as 
presented in Appendix 1, noting that it incorporates the Audited Financial 
Statements. 

f. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer, in consultation with the Shire President, to 
make any necessary minor editorial and formatting changes to the 2021/22 Annual 
Report prior to publication. 

g. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to provide local public notice of the availability 
of the 2021/22 Annual Report. 

h. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to convene the Annual Electors Meeting to 
be held on 23 May 2023 at 6.00pm in the Lesser Hall, York Town Hall, York.” 

Points e to h are applicable to the Annual Electors Meeting. 

The 2021/22 Annual Report is presented in Appendix 1. 

COMMENTS AND DETAILS 

Highlights from the Shire’s activities in 2021/22 include: 

1. Following feedback in the Community Scorecard the Shire increased its engagement to include 
new initiatives such as Have Your Say Day, Farmers Breakfasts, electronic surveys, 
newsletters, and workshops at a variety of days and times to achieve the biggest reach across 
the community. This is designed to keep the community informed of upcoming initiatives and 
seek community input where appropriate. The success of these initiatives will be tested in the 
2022/23 Community Scorecard.   

2. The York Light Industrial Area (LIA) Access Upgrade Project was awarded $8 million dollars 
as part of the Federal Government’s 2022/23 budget, with an additional $1 million provided by 
the State Government and the Shire contributing its own $1 million. The project will see 
improved road access (RAV4), improved drainage and service relocation being developed 
within the LIA. 

3. The York Residency Museum’s Earthquake Building Mitigation Project was successful in the 
following Awards: 

a. Winner in the State Heritage Awards - Conservation or Adaptive re-use of a State 
Registered Heritage Place 

b. The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia, Western Australian Division Best 
Public Works Project (less than $2M) Award and G.K. Watters Local Government 
Engineering Excellence ‘best of the best’ Overall Award 2021 

4. The Shire contributed $90,000 to the York Agricultural Society Inc for its new Poultry Shed. 

OPTIONS 

Not applicable 

IMPLICATIONS TO CONSIDER 

Consultative 

The Annual Electors Meeting and availability of the 2021/22 Annual Report was advertised through 
the Shire’s website, social media, newsletters and in the York & Districts Community Matters 
newspaper. 

Strategic 

Strategic Community Plan 2020-2030 

Goal 5: Strong Leadership and Governance 
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To have effective and responsive leadership and governance, where a sense of 
collective purpose and shared direction combine to work together.  

Policy Related 

F3  Significant Accounting Policies 

G18  Integrated Planning and Reporting – Reporting 

G19  Risk Assessment and Management 

G25  Compliance 

O5  Asset Management 

Financial 

The Annual Report was submitted to a graphic designer to collate within current budget allocations. 
The OAG has indicated that the proposed audit fee will exceed the indicative 2021/22 audit fee due 
to additional audit time and effort completing the 30 June 2022 financial statement audit. The 
suggested final amount for the 2021/22 audit has been received from the OAG, totalling $85,750. 
However, staff will be negotiating the final position. A sum of $55,630 is currently budgeted for this 
workflow. 

Legal and Statutory 

Sections 5.53 to 5.55A of the Local Government Act 1995 are applicable and state: 

“5.53. Annual reports 

 (1) The local government is to prepare an annual report for each financial year. 

 (2) The annual report is to contain —  

 (a) a report from the mayor or president; and 

 (b) a report from the CEO; and 

 [(c), (d) deleted] 

 (e) an overview of the plan for the future of the district made in accordance with 
section 5.56, including major initiatives that are proposed to commence or to 
continue in the next financial year; and 

 (f) the financial report for the financial year; and 

 (g) such information as may be prescribed in relation to the payments made to 
employees; and 

 (h) the auditor’s report prepared under section 7.9(1) or 7.12AD(1) for the financial 
year; and 

 (ha) a matter on which a report must be made under section 29(2) of the Disability 
Services Act 1993; and 

 (hb) details of entries made under section 5.121 during the financial year in the register 
of complaints, including —  

 (i) the number of complaints recorded in the register of complaints; and 

 (ii) how the recorded complaints were dealt with; and 

 (iii) any other details that the regulations may require; 

  and 
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 (i) such other information as may be prescribed. 

5.54. Acceptance of annual reports 

 (1) Subject to subsection (2), the annual report for a financial year is to be accepted* by the 
local government no later than 31 December after that financial year. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (2) If the auditor’s report is not available in time for the annual report for a financial year to be 
accepted by 31 December after that financial year, the annual report is to be accepted by 
the local government no later than 2 months after the auditor’s report becomes available. 

5.55. Notice of annual reports  

  The CEO is to give local public notice of the availability of the annual report as soon as 
practicable after the report has been accepted by the local government. 

5.55A. Publication of annual reports 

  The CEO is to publish the annual report on the local government’s official website within 
14 days after the report has been accepted by the local government.” 

Section 5.27 of the Act is applicable to Annual Electors Meetings and states: 

“5.27. Electors’ general meetings 

 (1) A general meeting of the electors of a district is to be held once every financial year. 

 (2) A general meeting is to be held on a day selected by the local government but not more 
than 56 days after the local government accepts the annual report for the previous financial 
year.  

 (3) The matters to be discussed at general electors’ meetings are to be those prescribed.” 

Risk Related 

Compliance – the requirement to accept the Shire’s Annual Report and to hold an Annual Electors 
Meeting is a legislative requirement.  Failure to do so exposes Council to significant risk.  This report 
and appendices mitigate that risk. 

Workforce 

The publishing of the Annual Report and the holding of the Annual Electors Meeting has been 
undertaken within current operational capacity. 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS  

Absolute Majority: No  

RESOLUTION   

Moved: Mr Blake Luxford Seconded: Cr Kevin Trent 

That, with regard to Annual Report for the Shire of York for the Year Ended 30 June 2022, 
the Shire of York’s Shire President’s Report, Chief Executive Officer’s Report and the 
Annual Report for the 2021/22 financial year be received.  

CARRIED 
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4 GENERAL BUSINESS 

The Shire President asked if anyone in the Gallery had any questions or matters of General 
Business they would like to raise. 
 

4.1 Great Southern Landfill (Allawuna Farm) 

Cr Kevin Trent 

Cr Trent moved a motion in relation to the Environmental Protection Authority’s (EPA) report 
regarding the proposed Allawuna Landfill. 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Kevin Trent Seconded: Ms Karen Thomas  

That the Shire of York encourages residents to lodge appeals to the Environmental 
Protection Authority Report 1738 dated May 2023 regarding the Great Southern Landfill 
(Allawuna Farm). 

CARRIED 

 

Ms Karen Thomas 

On behalf of the York Business Association 

Question 1 

How can the York Business Association best help in making a submission, would it be as 
individual members or as an Association? 

Response provided by the Shire President 

The Shire President advised that it could be both, adding there is an email address in the 
EPA’s report where submissions are to be sent.  

The Shire President further advised the matter is scheduled for a directions hearing with the 
State Administrative Tribunal on Friday 2 June 2023 and reminded residents the matter is 
between the Joint Development Assessment Panel (JDAP) and the Applicant. As the 
appeals period to the EPA report will not have closed by 2 June 2023 it is anticipated the 
directions hearing will be deferred to a different date again.  

 

Question 2 

Aside from the environmental issues, what other costs could the Shire and therefore 
ratepayer expect in terms of road maintenance etc? 

Response provided by Cr Kevin Trent 

As the Regional Road Group Delegate, Cr Trent advised that Great Southern Highway was 
managed by Main Roads WA therefore the Shire of York would not expect to incur costs 
associated with maintenance and additional traffic use. However, motorists could expect to 
be impacted by additional truck movements. 

  

5 CLOSURE 

The Shire President thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 
6.10pm. 
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