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SHIRE OF YORK

DISCLAIMER

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of York for any act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council meetings.

The Shire of York disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission
or statement or intimation occurring during Council meetings.

Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act
or omission made in a Council meeting does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own
risk.

In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in
any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a license, any
statement or intimation of approval made by any member or Officer of the Shire of
York during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as
notice of approval from the Shire of York.

The Shire of York notifies that anyone who has any application lodged with the Shire
of York must obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the
outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the decision made by the
Shire of York in respect of the application.

RAY HOOPER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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SHIRE OF YORK

THE ANNUAL ELECTOR’S MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY, 15TH FEBRUARY 2010, COMMENCING AT

5.03PM IN THE LESSER HALL, YORK.

1. OPENING

1.1 Declaration of Opening
The Shire President, Cr Pat Hooper welcomed everyone in attendance and
declared the meeting open at 5.03pm.

1.2 Chief Executive Officer to read the disclaimer
Not applicable

2. ATTENDANCE

2.1 Members
Cr Hooper, Shire President; Cr Lawrance, Deputy Shire President; Cr Boyle;
Cr Randell; Cr Walters

2.2 Staff
R Hooper, Chief Executive Officer; T Cochrane, Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, Nicole McNamara; Development Services Officer.

2.3 Apologies
Cr Scott

2.4 Number of People in Attendance
At the commencement of the meeting, there were nine (9) people in
attendance.

3. RECEIVING OF THE 2008/09 ANNUAL REPORT

4. RECEIVING OF THE AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR 2008/09
The Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the report.

5. RECEIVING OF THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2008/09
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RESOLUTION
260210

Moved: Sarah Paton Seconded: Mrs Sandra Peskett

“That Council receive the following:
 2008/09 annual report.
 Auditors Report for 2008/09.
 President’s Report for 2008/09.

CARRIED BY ALL

6. OTHER BUSINESS (AS DETERMINED BY THE SHIRE PRESIDENT)
Cr Hooper opened the floor for public questions or comments.

R Chester
Question 1: How far down the track has the Shire of York prepared for
amalgamations? In my opinion York will not have a voice and we’re better off
sticking on our own.
Response: In a perfect world we would infinitely be better off on our own. The
Shire of York is one of the only Shires in the area that has the capacity to
stand alone. Unfortunately the world is changing, and there are financial and
legislative considerations that must be made. Both the current government
and opposition want to fund directly to local Councils. This means constraints
are being placed on funding. If York is combined, in the next few years the
combined Shires will make a combined population of around 10,000 people.
Funding will be linked to the size of communities. If we are in a community
with around 10,000 people we will be better off. This will make it easier for our
Shire to receive grant benefits. York will always be the strongest part of an
amalgamated group, due to our size.
The Shires that are forced into amalgamation do not receive a lot of funding.
An example of this would be in South Australia. If we amalgamate, we are
retaining some control.
Question 2: But, at the last State Council Meeting, it was moved to not
support amalgamations?
Response: The Shire President and Mr Ray Hooper, CEO were both in
attendance at the meeting. The report was not written very well. At the
commencement of the meeting, approximately 400 people were in
attendance. In the report it says when the motion was voted for, there
were 400 people. This is not the case. There would have been around 200
people during the voting.

A Chester
Question: How much does it cost the Shire to do the research work for
structural reform? Has the Cunderdin Shire overcome the dreadful debt they
had when I was a Councillor?
Response: The research does not cost anything as the bulk of funding and
work has been through SEAVROC. The Shire of Cunderdin is now operating
on a strong financial basis.
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A King
Question 1: A while ago, a report went to Council regarding the trails. When
will this recommendation come to fruition?
Response: Council is currently considering the issue. We have not had
enough staff, however we have a new Engineer who has been made aware of
what is going on. A grant was applied for to Lotterywest, however the
Interpretation request failed. Correspondence has occurred between the
Shire and WA Museums. They believe we should investigate new
technologies. The Shire believes we are better off with signage. There is
currently funding in the 2008/09 Royalties for Regions funds. These have
been put on hold by the government.
Question 2: Can a meeting be set up with Tyhscha Cochrane regarding the
progress?
Response: A meeting will be organised with Tyhscha Cochrane to discuss
this issue.

K Jane:
Question: Will the Royalties for Region funding include Forrest Oval?
Response: We’re hoping it will include the Forrest Oval, as if it does we will
build the complex for next to nothing. If it does not include Forrest Oval, there
are enough funds to go ahead with the building.

S Paskett:
Question 1: What will be the impact of traffic now due to the potential rail
closure?
Response: Cr Hooper is going to Bruce Rock regarding rail closures
tomorrow (16 February 2010). It is a South – East Wheatbelt issue. The issue
will impact the Shire greatly, however we have very little control as it is
occurring on a state road. There will be an increase in trucks on our roads;
however we’re controlled by state and federal laws.
Question 2: Do you have any idea of the amount of increased trucks? How
many trucks will be on the roads per hour?
Response: There are various theories, however no one can really know how
many will be on the road at once. It is the farmer’s decision whether or not
they want to use the roads to freight their grain. It’s private enterprise versus
the state. It is out of the hands of the Local Governments.
Question 3: Is there a possibility for a ring road or traffic diversion?
Response: Numerous discussions have been held regarding this topic. The
favourite for a traffic diversion is currently Hoops Road, out on the Top
Beverley Road. This will take the traffic across the river and straight into town.
Main Roads WA and the State Government are in control of ring roads.
Cr Lawrance and Ray have spoken at length with Main Roads WA, however
we are the third in line. The Shire has to work under the State Government
and Main Roads.

The trains currently can’t keep up. We need another network. The only way
we can get some desperately needed help is with the community members of
York writing to every Minister for their help.

A Chester
Question 1: We had to send our barley to York, then Midland, then Greenhills,
then to Quairading. It used to go directly from the farm gate to be processed.
Response: Cr Lawrance advised that CBH sent out a survey. Each farmer
needs to write back and let them know what they require for their harvest.
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CBH corolates all the information, however they can’t suit everyone. Your
wheat, etc is sent to the most convenient place. The problem is that we don’t
have enough of certain types of wheat etc growing in one place.
The new wheat bin is half as big as it needs to be. The world market is a
complicated issue, however CBH tries very hard to prioritise.

S Paton
Question 1: When will the second section of the main street be completed,
near Ford Street?
Response: The Shire is currently looking in to commencing the next stage of
the streetscape project. Unfortunately this won’t happen overnight. We are
aware of the issues near your area. The plan is to complete the areas from
the Castle to the York, the York to the Police Station, the Castle to Gull. It will
be a four (4) or five (5) year project. We need to get everything right,
including drainage and footpaths.
Question 2: Do you have a commencement date for the next stage?
Response: We have $300,000 in the budget, which is to be spent by the 31st

June 2010.

M Van de Pol
Question: What are we waiting for?
Response: Council is following due processes to ensure that work is done
properly.

S Paskett:
Question: What has been done about the centennial of the Town Hall?
Response: A meeting will be held on the 23rd February 2010 at 4.00pm.
Council has nominated a Community Reference Group, which will be made
up of representatives from various groups in York, as well as our Regional
Heritage Advisor and a representative from His Majesty’s Theatre and the
Heritage Council of WA. With the use of a control group, decisions will be
reached quicker.

A King
Question: Do we need another streetscape management plan?
Response: We used the previous management plans in the design process.

7. CLOSURE
Cr Hooper thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting
closed at 5.50pm.
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