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WELCOME TO YORK

- Soak up the history and relax.

History

Situated 97km from Perth in the fertile Avon Valley, York is
Western Australia’s most historic inland town. First settled in
1831, only two years after the establishment of the Swan River
Colony, it is now a popular tourist destination and reminder of life
in pioneering days.

As aresult of food shortages in the Colony, Captain James Stirling
commissioned Ensign Robert Dale to explore east of the Darling
Ranges in search of arable land. In July 1830, Dale discovered
what was to become known as the Avon Valley.

Later that year a further expedition, this time accompanied by
Governor Stirling and prospective settlers, assessed the area.
The fertile undulating countryside so reminded them of England
that they named the locality at the base of Mt Bakewell, “York”.
Twelve months later, on September 15, 1831 the first settlers
arrived.

Convicts were introduced to York in 1851 and did much to help
develop the district. The Convict Hiring Depot was not closed
until 1874.

From the 1850s many of the original large properties were
subdivided into smaller farms to encourage settlers to the area.

Transport and communication improved with the coming of the
telegraph line from Perth in 1872 and the railway in 1885. With
the discovery of gold at Southern Cross in 1887, there came
a short era of great prosperity. Practically all travellers to the
goldfields passed through York on their way from Perth to the
gold fields.

The importance of York has been officially acknowledged by
the Australian Heritage Commission and the National Trust of
Australia. The town site has been classified as a “Historic Town”.
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EXPLORING YORK

Avon Terrace

If you enjoy historic towns, York is the perfect place to explore on
foot, and Avon Terrace is the place to start.

Turning left onto Avon Terrace from Perth you will soon arrive
at the magnificent Town Hall: perhaps the most photographed
building in York and the location of the Information Services. As
you wander along Avon Terrace look at the historic pubs and
heritage listed buildings. Relax and enjoy a coffee alfresco style
while you watch the rest of York go about its business. Enjoy the
many shops, some still retaining the character of earlier times.

Herltage Walks

There are many more interesting buildings to view if you venture
off the main street. Cross the Avon River to the East Bank or
stroll through the little hamlet of Blandstown, which has some of
the first houses built in York. On the way at the corner of Avon
Terrace and Balladong Street you will pass the site of the first
church in York. It was also the first Cemetery site in York. St John
the Evangelist Church was first built of mud brick in 1840, and
rebuilt in bricks, then in 1905 it was removed and erected as the
Parish Hall adjoining Holy Trinity on the other side of the river.
There are several Pioneer Graves in the old Churchyard.

The Heritage Trails booklet available from the York Information
Service at a small cost will provide a useful resource, drawing
your attention to the buildings of particular significance.

On the banks of the Avon River you will find a picnic area with BBQ
facilities and a playground. From here you can take the Avon River
Walk Trail along the river or cross the Swing Bridge and a short walk
takes you to the Holy Trinity Church. If you are feeling energetic you
can continue on past the Cemetery and up Mt Brown. From the
summit you can enjoy sweeping views of the Avon Valley, York and
Mount Bakewell.

For Guided Walk Tours in and around York please phone Genie
Arnold on 9641 1632 Genie can provide on-board tour guide
services for coach and bus groups.
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PLACES TO VISIT

The Motor Museum is well worth a visit; also don’t miss the
Courthouse Complex with its original gaol cells, a must see is the
Residency Museum, originally part of Yorks Convict Depot and now
filled with exciting, colourful new exhibitions and lots of hands
on family activities, and the Great Southern Gallery, Gwambygine
Homestead, one of York’s earliest homesteads lovingly restored to
its original state.

Drives and Picnic Areas

If you are not planning to walk up Mt Brown, then a drive is a
must to Mt Brown Lookout. On the way you will pass a Memorial
Grove where there are BBQ facilities, a picnic area and a toilet.
The cemetery at the base of Mt Brown has graves dating
from the 1860s.Avon Park on the banks of the Avon River is
a perfect picnic spot. There is a play ground for the kids, free
gas barbeques, shady trees, picnic tables and seats, and toilet
facilities. Explore the area around York by car, at a small cost the
Information Service has a number of self drive tours that will
take you on a journey of discovery. Choose from the wide range
including The Ghost Towns Tour. Learn about York’s past and find
out about the farming and vegetation. Ten kilometres on the way
to Beverley is Gwambygine. Facilities here include a picnic area,
toilets, BBQ, small playground and a boardwalk which ends in a
gazebo looking out over the Avon River.

Wines are not always associated with York and yet within an easy
drive we have York Wines, producing chemical and preservative
free red wines. Olives are grown in abundance around York
because the climate and soil is ideal. York Olive Oil Co produce
Extra Virgin Olive Qil straight off the press, award winning ice
cream, and much more. Perts Pantry produce excellent Olive QOil
and superb table olives as well as preserves, sauces and much
more.

The Great Southern Gallery with its hand crafted custom made
furniture, arts and gifts and much more.

Reach for he sky

For the more adventurous, what better way to explore the Avon
Valley than from the air. Blue skies and wide open spaces
make it the perfect setting. Choose from Skydiving, paragliding,
ballooning, gliding, microlighting and flight lessons. Be daring,
take the plunge. Stay overnight and enjoy the magic of York.
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ATTRACTIONS

e Avon Park

e Courthouse and Gaol: e 9641 2072
Thur-Mon. March-December

e Great Southern Gallery: 0438 196 371

Tues, Wed, Fri, Weekends. Close 3pm

e (Gwambygine Park
Gwambygine Homestead:..............ccccocooi. 0409 290 895
Second Sat of each month

e Markets @ the Mill:
Fir,Sat,Sun

0407 190 156

e Mount Brown Lookout

e Penny Farthing Sweets: 0448 022 497

Every day

e Sandalwood Yards
Weekends

e Skydive the Beach & Beyond: .............c.ccccccovev 1300 663 634
www.skydive.com.au Thur-Mon

e Sock Factory.. e 9641 2122

e Swing Bridge

e The Residency Museum: e 9641 1751
Tues,Wed,Thur 1-3 and weekends 11 -3.30

e Tipperary School Museum
Weekends or By appointment

e York Motor Museum: ..9641 1288
Every day Closes @ 2pm www. yorkmotormuseum com

e York Olive Oil Co & Ice Cream CO ..........ccccccooooorrrreee 9641 2200
Weekends

e York Town Hall ..9641 1301
Wed-Sun

e York Wines

e Some attractions close earliy
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Disclaimer Every effort has been made to
ensure the information within this publication
is correct at the time of publishing.






